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"Che" Gueverz's death was o crippling—pechaps fatal—blow to the Bolivian
guerriila movement &nd may prowe & serious sechack for Fidel Castro's hopea to
foment vislent revolution iz “all or zlmosc all” Latin american countries. Thote
" Comnmists and others who might have been prepaced to fnitiste Cuban-style guerrille
warfara will be discouraged, at leaat for a time, by ‘the defeat of the foramoss
tactlcian of the Cuoben Tevolutionary atrategy at the bands of one of the weakest
armiea {n the hemisphers. Howavar, there is 1{crle likeifhosd thac Castre and his
followers throughout Latin Americe will cesse their afforrs to foment and suppoth
idsurgency, albeit perhaps with dome coctical modlfications,

The myscery of Guevara, Argentine=born Ernesta "Che" Guevara, Fldel Ceatro's
righthend =an and chief lieuwtenmc iz the Sierys Maestra, aurhor ufaﬁmk.n
guerriliz tactics, -ome-time presldent of Cuba's Naticnzl Bamk wmder Castro and
Jatar Minigter of Indwitties, myEtarionsly Jdiaappeared in Mareh 1965. HRumor zaid
that ha was 111, or that ha had been put to death by Castro, of that he was ia the
Dominiecan Eepubiflc durlog its <ivil war or in Vieonam or in the Congo. Im October
1965, Castro finally smmounesd '_I'J!mt Guevara had renpmeed hies Cubim citizemsinip and
set off to dawvete his services to the revolutiomary causa fo othey lands.” Fumors
a3 to his whereabouts comtinued, but umeil recently there was no substamiial ewvidencs

ta prove even thet ha was slive.

' Guevarismo mikas a3 ztrong comebeck, The March 1985 dizappearames of Guevars
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oceurred during z perfod whan Fldel Cascro was toning down his Eln'pl'la.llil on wislencg
revoletion snd bryicg to compose his differencas with the tradicionsl pro-Soviet
¢owmynist parcles in Latin Amerfca. But it was not long before Castre agatn bogan
to favor openly the independenc revolutionarvy theoary which he a2nd Guevara had
developed based on their vievw of the Cuban revolution, Sinece tha Tricontinantal
Conference in Havana In Jancary 1266, Castro has adwocated with increasiog stridency
the theais which 1is set forth most clearly in a book encitled Bevolution within

the Fawolution? by Casctre's principsl theoretical spologisc, Fremch Mamdisc
inceilactoal Jules Regis Debray (now on txlal in Bolivia). Dispusted with the
"peacaful path-to-power" argwments of the Latin American old-line communist parties—
“-:*penl.ally the Fenernglan F—and their Soviat supporters, Fldel and Debray hawve
asgerted that Laidn America is ripe for insurgency now and have specifled that the
ruralguarrilla movemsnt rather than amy urhan-based communisc party or other grous
mutt be the foeal point and the headquarrers of the insurgeficy. They have declared
that acelon musi take precedence ower ldeclagy and thac the guerrilla movemenc——as
thia nuclens of a Marzxisc-Leninist parcy—will creare the objactive conditions for
its vicimata Success and attract the local peasantry.

On April 17 this pezr Cuban m-utl.a Rave great play to am articla sunoosediy
written by Quevara reiterating the Casctro-Guevara-Debrayr thesls. Two days later
Fldel praieed che article end enlogized Guevara, elimfnating any lineeriog irmoesaion
that cha romantic “"Che'' had been removed from the Cuban pantheon.

LASO . em;n:h ights di rohodon stz. Tha firse
L.tin.ﬁmerl.nm Solidarity Organlzation meetidg In Hmvana this swmer served ko

mderscore disagreement Wwith the Castroe thesis by the old line coommist partles.
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They argue that condlitions for violaot revelution axist oaly in very Ffew Lacin
Averican comtries at present nnlr{ that the local commmist _'plt'tf.ﬂﬂ‘-—l:nt mm.“
cthar foreignara—-should be the only onas to determine in aceordance wich tradiciomal
Marxist theory what tml:lu-are called for. Despite en cutward show of harmony among
the delegates, the LASD coanfevence,of “hich Guevara wis named honoravy prasident
in absentie, widemed the breach bamween the pro-Moschw commmigts and thosa who
went revolution now.

Bojivia: tescimg sround for the theory? The guerriliz insurgenecr io Bolivia
which ¢ame to light in Mareh 1967 rekindied imtermationzl intevest in Latin
American insurpencies and dspecially iz the movemsats then wdenway {n Latin Amervics.
The Guateémalan guerrillas seemed to be on the ropes; guerrilla forces in Venezuels
and Colombig were making no headray. The naw Bolivian insurgency, on the other
hepd, secoad co be the mout prowising. In en effort to maintaln unity with Cascre
md within the Latin dmerlean excreme left, evem traditiomal commmist parties agreed
to endorse the Bollvian guerrillas. Interest was further heightemed when in April
Dabrey himself was captured ih-:.! the Polisfan armad forees and he Lodicaced thar Che
Guevara hed orgamired apd wes lesding the gu-nn:l.liu.

Tofclal battlea betwoen the goervillas and the Bolivian army last March and
April proved almost dizastrous to the pooxly trained, lll-squipped trooss who
sufferad heavy losses lo every ancoumter. The Failuve of t.he armr to daal affeceively
uithf}?md.ful of insurrectionists shook the entire Bolivian govermnment and led to
degperate aprpeals for US assistance. HWeighboring covncrins begen to consider whac
action nmight be reaquired by them, But the pwerrillae proved nelther lavincible nor
infaliible. Ev July, afded by tescimomy from Oebray and ochar cantives vao were
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meumbers of the guervdlla forea or had contact with Lt as well as by peasants who
demnatrated wove loyalty to the armed forces than to the guarrillss daspite the
lecters’ efforts to woo them, Bolivian army wunits wers able to infliet some damage
on the guarrillas albeit with falrly hesvy caswelties. 1In late Augnat, a
significant victory took place when the gwerrilla rear guard was wiped out in =
will-axecuted ambush. 5till, a successfol encoumter with the moln body of the
guarrills force did net occur until October 8, when the army recouped its
repuration by the action which regulted in the desth of Guevara,

Effects in Belivia. Guavara's death i a feacher in the cap of Boliviam
Preafdent Rene Barrientos. Xt may signal che end of the guerrills movement as g
threst o stabilicy. 1f so, the Dolivian millitary, which iz 2 major alement of
Barrientos' swueport, will enjoy a sente of self-confidence and acrengeh thac Lt hos
lﬂi:.g lackad., Howevar, victory could alse stir pelitical ambitions amemg =omy
officers who ware direecly invelved in the aacl-guerrilla campaign end who may now
gee themsalves az the saviors of the recublic.

Castro's reastion: nuh-li.u radedication rlvate reasgessment. Cuban
domestic media have thus far limicted theilr reporting on Guevarz's desth o mentico-
ing “insistent statements” to this effeet in the internstional press which Coban
anthorities cap nelthar emfirm or deny. Rowaver, che broad outlines of Hevana'e
public posicion are geperally predicteble. Gueverz will be emlogized as the madel
roavalucimary who met a hernic deatch. His exemplary conduct will be comtrasted to
the do-nothing, cowsrdly thaorizing of the old line communist partiea amd othaer
“ppendo-revolucionaries” in Larin America and elsewhers. The Castro-Guevara-Debrav

thepis will be upheld a9 st1ll walid and the protractead nature of the scruggle will
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be eophasized. Elame for Guevera's death will be attributed to the wsus] villaips—-
US foparialism, tha Creen Herets, tha CQIA—with only leling contemptyous rafersance
to the Bolivian “lackeys", A call will po doubr be made For mew “"Che's" to plck wp
the baoner of the fai;len loadar and optimistic predietions will ha made as ta the
inevitability of the £ingl trivmph,

In privace, hovevar, Casctre and his gssoei=tes will have o pesppraisze che
prospects for éxported revelution., Castre might vp hir comsiment of Cuban men
and regources to foreipgn insurgency o otder to demensirate that the daath of ome
qnﬂntmt—emﬂ';ﬁm triovs "Che"—=makes lictle difference to the eventual
euccess of gusrrills struggle in the hemisphare. Suych response would £it with
Castra'as chacactardistic "r.'efus.al to accept faliure in s major imdercaking., Or
he might curtall Cuba's efforts to foster Llnsurgemcy abreoad, pending further
ansessment snd scocktzking on the prospeccs for m:lll znd existing losurgencies.
Or, on analyzing the Cuevara effort in Bolivia, he might adopr some npew tactical
ppproaches for guerrllla movementz. On balance, 1t seems mozt llkely that he will
continue to commit sbout tha sama level of rescurces as at prasent to procisicg
revolotionarias while wrilizing the memory of the “m-tFr'rE:i“ Goevara and perhaos
some tzctleal chimges iz approach.

Probable Latin Amarican reactiom to Quevara's daath., News of Guevara's death

will Telieve most nom-leftist Lactin Americans whe fesred Chat sooner or lager he
might foment insurgencies in thelr countries. The demise of the mest glamoTous
agd rveputedly effactive revolutlonary may even cause some Latin Americens to dowm-
grade the seriousces:s of ilnsurgeaey and the soefal factors which breed L. On

the ocher hand, commmists of whatever skrioe and other lefeists are likeiy to
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aulogize the revelutionacy Sarcyr--aspecizlly forHe contrlbution to rhe Cubmm

revolutico—and to mxintain that reveiuclons will continwe until thelr can=zos are

stadicatad,

Lf tha Baillvian gun:i.l.la movement 1s soon elimimatad as a serious subversive
. threat, the death of Guavara will have aven more lmportant repercussions among
Latin Amaricsn commonists. The domipant. peaceful ilne growme, whe vere either
in total disagreement with Castre or pald only lip-servica to the guarrilla
struggle, will ba able to argus with more authority agsinsr the Caetro-Cuavara-
Dubray cheaias., They cin poiat out that even a movement led by the foremost
revolutionacy tecticilan in & country which apparently provided comditions zuvicable
for revelution, had failed. While these partics arve mlihlyfﬁcidzlirﬂe Che's
itmportance and abilicies, they will be abla to aconsa the Cubans of advenecurism
and polnt out that the presenca of ge many Cubans and othet ferelgners among the
leaders of che Bolivian guerriillas teoded to alignace the peasants upon whose
support they ulcimaraly depended. They will be sble to argue that any [nsurgsncy
must heé indigencus and that only local partles know when local comditions ave ripe
for ravolution. Castro certainly will not be able to disassociace himself from
Guavara's Bolivian efforts amd will be subject to “we told you se" critheism from
the old lipe parties. Alchough leftist -g:‘-wpi which may have marginally accepred
the Cuban cheery probably will reevaluate their poliecies, Castre's spell on the

more youchful laftiat elewdncs in the memlsphare will not be broken.
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