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AP PROVED FOR RELEASE 1933 e . |_tnsPECTOR Gevnal
CIA RISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM - ST
— e -I_ -3 June 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: 'BEPHtr Fnﬂpectar Eeneral _

SUBJECT: : Statemnnt hy[;-“--" i ;]:nnterning. T
o _ his assignment Bolivia 'in 1967 and-his role .,
in the capture of Ernesto "Che" GUEVARA ;
de la Sérna- i i -
REFERENCE:  Meuo ﬂated 29 May 2975 1 T
1. The undﬂrﬂignad met Hlth[: P :] cnntract

ampiﬂrea,lan 2z and 3 June to obtazim his :tury about his
assignment to Bolivia ip 1967. .. This query is. based upon ref ‘
~interview, during which{. tioned that he had ra-
transmitted an order from CulnnalE:

Commander of the 8th Division of e Hnliv1an Army, to a2
Bolivian sergeant, which resulted-in the execution of Ernesto
""Che'' GUEYARA de la S&rna. Cuban lezder of the guerrlllas then
'nperatlng in Bolivia. :

‘}531;‘1 that his assipnment csme a'brnut after 'an  *
intarv1uw held ifi Miami in June or July of 1867, art which time
he was a'case officer working for the Minml uffice. He had -
bean selicted for the job interview because of his para- '
military trainin experience. He was asked if he would
agres Lo S&TVe W hti ] @ fellow Cuban., He
acrepted, He was d that he was to' go to Bolivia with &
ﬁwhere they would be engaged in training intelligence
teams fd4 ths Znd Ranger Battalion of the El*hth.Fj"{ﬂiﬂh £
the Bolivian Army. He was 2lso told that he and| ... .
would be assigned to the Znd Ranger EBattalicn as ‘Tdvisors
and would be based in the town of Esperanza. While in Miami,
he and were given briefings about the politicil and
guerrilia situation in Boli via, and he was given a2 refresher
course in communications. J_‘ Emi ;uere told
that there were strong indications Guevardwas leading
the guerrillas. Among the instructions thtmnwaaﬁg_glaar
one that in the event that the Boliviam Ammy captured ﬂuevﬂmi

they should do everything FuESihleizégzijfg_EfH alive.”

-3. They were introduced to their future case oEficer
, in Washington, who was to be in liaison with the Bolivian
forces in Santa Cruz.



: 4, Prior to their departur& buth : ]‘?ndr ]
ware issued false U.8. re-sntry permits in n the names of
% and[. _ :i raspectively.  These were
received in” New York City just prior to thelr departure ogn
30 July for la Pa: on a Braplfif Aivline flight. Thelr case
officer had preceded them and met them on 31 July at ¥ a.nm.
‘at the La Paz airport. [rﬁﬁﬁu._ believes that BﬂllTlﬂﬂ visag
were stamped in the1r re-enty “bermits, :

5. The casze ﬂlecer and another Aﬂerltan toolk them ta
meetf 7Jte whem they were introduced as
- experts on guervilla warfdte. He issued each a personal card
in which . were handwritten his instructions to all <rivilian.
and military efficials that thev be ¢iven full suppeort.. At

ten that morning, they met]. s} Commander-in-Chief
of the Bolivian aArmed Enrare. It wasn"t™intil abkont a2 month
later that[ﬁ ngti: n Santa Croz.)  While in

La PEI} nonew insTructlons wele issued to them about their

‘mission. After about a2 week there, they were flown to Santa
~Cruz de la Sierra. for a. few days and. introduced to Colonel
+ ¢ Commander of the Ei«hth Division,

jarranged for i ;s ]the American
afflcer in charge of he military mission trainine the 2Ind
Ranser Battalion, to come to Santa Cruz to meetl. Jand

.} They were also introduced te Majax[.

G-2 of the Eichth Division.. After I or 4 days in.Santa Crug,

gandh - ent to La Esperanza, whers they were
quartered at-the Eul;{ian pfficers’ compound. In La Esperanza
they met{ . the Commander of the Ind Ranger Battalien,
and- Captalnf o ____{} - : - ; L, :

a. 1Pr1ur to their departure fram La ’.F's;z,é_lE ‘;}and
[: 2 were issued Bolivian uniforms and creldentials as
captains in the Bolivian Army. - Nevertheless, they did not
‘receive Bolivian Aymy insignia. Later E; was given by
. ~ww--]a Bolivian tIL colaor cap-Theisnia which he wore
rjescarapela} Jl -_Qwera issued Smith ahd Wesson
7 donble-actioh abtomata %tnls. uring their activitiszs as in-
* STTUC and adviso assumed the role of Bolivian
nfficers, although they were kpown as foreign advisors to a
number of Bolivian offlcers.. gf %sald that he learned later
that the ﬁm&rlcan Ambassador d prohipited anyons other than
he and[ . e jETOM becomine inveolved in the anti-zuesrrilla
activities in the fia2ld.}) :

T. Desplte their apparent status as Bpolivian officers,
2id that they never were given prders by higher-
ranllng Hullrlnn 0fficers (Qne exception to this rule was the
atder which Cnhurel[ ~Jissued tof ; n tho day of
Guevara’s exccuzion, ifE .1}5tﬂT? is o b2 belisved.)
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dc E‘Jmﬁ azsigned to Santa Cruz a‘nﬂ£ ,g‘was
assigned ta La ESperanza, whete the latter c ted mo
the 1ntn1115e1:¢ training. Aas time went by
duties gravitited to becoming basically thﬂﬁ of an dvxanr
. He sald that his case officer was aware of raved of this
development. Among the things which|[™ 5 andzi
attempted to accomplish was the preservatiod of the lives-bf:
captured u&rrillns, for the collection of intelligence about
the guegrilla's locations, as well as for bumanitarian reasons.
sysaid that he: saved the life of Jose Castille Chavesz,,
traveling for that pufpose to Vallegrande from Santa Cruz, -
where he spoke briefly to ﬂas%;lln at the Nuestra Senora de
Hntfa Hospital, . At this time leatned of the intent .
f the Eansé?s, to “haye the prisaner executed.
Ei_LL_-u revailed.on Majox awot jand :Itﬂ
ake his side. The prisonér was flawm™to Vallegrande whbre
E covered 21l medical costs and tarried out z two-week
interrogation. The resulting twenty-page interrdgation r&pnrt
provided the Bolivians with a complete concept of the
uerrllla's Strategy, which turned out to he the key
uevara's capture, according tﬂ%~ ;3 This rapnrt waa
attributed by the Bolivians to Fe from “Cheir own pecple.

. 3. This 1mpcrtant dtvelnpm1nt was followad by z=n
encounter in late September between a upit Ied by a Lt. :;
and the remnants of the guerrillas. . Puring this action,”a Cuban
lievtenant named Miguel: the Bnli?:an Coce Peredo;. and a -
Bolivian physician nxmed Jose Gutierrez Ardaya were killfdJ

'E - Jtravelled by jeep to Pucara, where the bodies. were

located,, and through the informetion he had learned from

Castilleo, he was able to establish that the men were from

Guevara's forward element. DUpon his return to Santa Cruz,

_ladv1sed[_ s s]that the 2nd Ranger Battallion
should "be immediately deplﬂyed with the remaining two weeks
of their training cancelled. [ Jhc:EptEd this advice

and the Rangers were moved tn Pucara,”and the Headquarters ﬂf
the Eighth Division were moved to ¥a11Eﬂrande.{:._ s
continued in-his advisory role, suggesting ‘areas for tr
deployment as well as the deployment of the intelligencé
teams. On the 8th of October, contact was estahlished with
Cuevara's remainineg forges. {At this-timeﬂr‘ — T
?allewrande nndg \|in Esperanza.) - On the 8ch, Maior
C ﬂrte over th® radie that "the chief" had been
capture - ;Lthen flew over the avea in a PT-6 carrying
with him a PRC 10<radie with which he was able to communicate
with the Bolivian forces. He then confirmed that Gusvara.was
“the chief" whp had been captured. He returned to xallegrande
where he told/: ﬂ]that Guevara had been wounded and

captured.
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lo. That day ..JT.-IEE sent to Higveras to .
interrogate the guetrilla prisdners and assembled the
captured documents. Since Eﬂlanel Jdwas -planning to 1y
by helicopter to Higueras on the 9%h ,E h]«lskﬂd him an
the eveninz of the &th if he could acCompany him to interrogate
Guevara. sf ﬂ=chnsulted his staff an agre&d {The iy
rhul;:ﬂpte had rofm only for a pileot and two passengers.j,

repnred a 100-word message to the ..

“in cude reporting Guevara's captore and asBing that an Emhissy
epresentative be sent to the area to prevail upon the :
o-Livians to spare Guevara's life, since he did_not-believe
that he-conldsuscead-in doiny 56,  ThHIs message was prepaied

for the scheduled 10 z.m. nsmission af 9 October, and

was not transmitted to the relay point in AﬂUnczun, Paraguay,

until about 10:30 a.m., after( --_Jerrived in Higueras
and get up his radio-tramsmitter an -43.
; IIF..El -] # }nﬂ. the pilot. . o 93 set
out by helicopter fium Vellegrande at 7:15 a.m. on the 9ih,
- and arrived in Hi uera; £t about 7:40 a.m. accompanied
nd Hajnri; when they visited Luevara in the N S
chool rnam which Tas his improvised jail. Guevara would :

nﬁt_answer ﬁéwhen spnken L of. R0 He was. bound, hand and foot,
and'hnd a Ieg wou .

P . i -
- 12 Yend Hugnr " jkhen reviewed th& captu:ed
documents andE sjobtained permission, f:nmh_ to
photograph all the pdpers, incloding Guevara's diary ™ and also
."g) permission to retain the original 1=cummcdatlun :
zddresses found.

13. Hhilﬂg 13:&& all the other Bolivian officers

(with the excepfian of Lieutenant;a g'utrg nreide o
the uillage attending te other milifary alfalirs,\.. ..
remained in Higueras as the highest ranking "Bolivian gfficer™.
In this capacity he anmswered a call recegived on 'the military
field telephone and answered as ﬂaptaingﬁ He was given
the code numbers 500 and 600 as orders wWhich wWETe to be
implemented by command of "higher authprities™. He 531& that
the connection was not clear and he could not Tecognize the
volce but it could have bheen that of Hajﬂ{{ .ﬂl In any
case, ;Eaid that. since it was a line anly aviilable -
o the milita he was confident that it was ovrder re-
transmitted through milivary channels. He said that he knew
that 500 referred to Guevara, 600 to the word execute and

. 700 to the preservation of Guevarra's life. These simple
codes had been identified to him previocusly. ;
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14, .Y onl :%'return,{: {1- told him of the
MeSSAES ““dg. _é}ﬂﬂ' it as a autheiﬂin crder and made
no effort td have it confirmed. t FTL _}asked_‘if Guevara's
life could be preserved since he had these instructions. -
& .Ejrtpli&d that his own positign would be placed in
jeopardy if he did ngt comply. Eﬂ: ;hlk him to make.
the attempt anyway. ¢-+ 7.|b€lieves that had | .
~already resigned hinfelf to the inevitabili y of Gueﬁzra':
execution. ) .Jsaid thathe was in sympathy with_ _?
wish but that it was not in his power to reverse the-order,
He toldy .57 »ythat he was well aware of the treatment which -
Fidel Rad  ns out to Cubans and told him to execute Guevarsa
in any manuer which he might choose. [ said that he ___
had’ to leave for Vallegrande at 10:00 2.m. aml would seénd ) \1
a helicopter back to pick up Guevara®s 'body" at 2 p.m., and
"as a friend”, asked:that the-body be ready.l; ni;i
reiterated his request that the order be appe2led a
agreed to make the attempt, and said he would advise iT he
were successiul. R i B S :
15, " Failing a counter-manding of the order and as the
senior "Bolivian officer" lefr in Higueras,| sdid he
was left with the implementation of the execution. “After -
teft L. Juas able: to talk to Guevara, who _ = -
" identifled| V% ., Jeither as a Puerto Riean or-a Cuban .
: working fol .S. intelligence. He said he this judgment
on the_ basis of the questions asked and anf #1% 1} accent.
Hhileﬂ_ i =, %was;withiﬁuevara; shots were fired ih adjoining
reoms and ater determined that these involved the
execution of two &ther prisoners. Recognizing these shots
for . what they were, nevertheless, Guevara blanched when
[ A Jcﬂnfirmed that he tgo would be executed; although
later clmposing himself. ik g : i
. “ | § Lt

16. After leaving Eu:vara,q " told a sergeant o
the order to execute Guevara and“entrusfed the mission to hinm.
He was told to fire below the head. The order was givern to
the sergeant at 1:00 p.m. and " ff hesard the shots fired
‘at Guevara at 1:20 p.m. At 2:00 p.m7™, the helicepter Teturnsd
to Higueras. A Father “perforamed the last rites and
ﬁutvar&'s,;:mains Here'!trappéﬂ to one of the helicopter's
skids and Maccampanied them to Vallegrande, where
thay landf at 2:40 p.m. T V- Tsaid that he lost himsel€
auickiy in the crowd gathéred at=khe alrport, buot that :

Jtook chatge of the remains and was photographed.

said that the title of the photograph, wh%ch aooeared
in the ﬂiﬁss, gave an incorvect ddentification of :
the nana'l Jused, [ -
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- 1. |- é%said he reported thergxe:utiun: to Mzjor
Jn d the Lhief of Qperations, al
“and then was taken back to ildentify the Sodtve—of~the--thrce _.
executed guerrillas.’ They then drove to Santa Cruz with the
documents, films and equipment and then flew tp La Poz,
wherﬂc.'gha- contacted his case officer.’ He wak taken to
a home where the” ti#nd other Americans were briefed by °
‘him. Everything whicll he had been able to retain was turned
3 infifen to be carried by a special courier te Washington. . :
! | then flew back to Santa. Cruz vhere a. C-13Q ordered _ |
- by Genedal Porter,- CINCSOUTH, was to pick him and _. .
vp for a ‘flight to the Canal Zome. This plane arrived with
a £flat tire on the 10th or 1ith.  The ¥.5. MHissiga asreraft,
a C-54, was then flown to Santa Cruz.and he apd, d;L
. were flown back to La Paz. After overnishting there, .andther
C-130 carried them to Panama where. Twas asked to
telate Sis rv to General Porter. After—é weeks in Panama,

=

yland[ . Jwere documented as GS-16s' so that they
,could bdard a2 over-booked military flight to Charlotte,
South Cavolina.  After tfheir arrival there, they %purnE?ed
to Miami, wher .y briefed General Cushmaun. ;?
believes that in both Righ-level briefinps he mentIoned hi
own personal Tole in the execution of Guevara.) . -
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